Mensa Membership:
To Tell or Not to Tell

By Karla W. Sartin

ne of Austin's most intelli-

gent women wants to down-

play her membership in The
High 1Q Society.

"I was a closet Mensan,” says
Margaret Wofford. 53 and a 25-year
veteran of American Mensa. “Nobody
I worked with had any idea | was in
Mensa. | didn't want people to think |
was smug. I've never put it on a
résurmneé or talked about it much.”

That changed about four years ago
when the members of the Lonestar
Mensa organization volunteered to
help answer phones for Austin PBS
station KLRL,

The accountant had told her co-
workers at the state Savings and 1 oan
Department that she was leaving
eatly to work a fund-raiser, declining
to elaborate. Several peaple in her
office pressed her. She finally told
them to tune in.

I was outted on TV." she says,
when KLRU producers thanked the
group

Lrica Pouole, 28 and a four-month
member of Austin's Mensa society, is
taking a different tack. | thought ir'd
be good for my résume.”

Whatever their motivations in
joining, the two dispel images of
snobbish, arrogant, elitist, brainy
sorts who can |rll|m|dutEJuat by
peering over half-glasses and saying

"Hmmmmm' at every pause

These women are saucy, astute
and welcoming, with intimidation no
part of their games.

Mensa is an international society
that accepts members who score in
the top 2 percent of the population
on standard-
ized intelli-
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gence tests. Women and men can
Join the society through verified
scores on any of approximately 200
standardized tests or take the Mensa
Admission Test, which is supervised
by a certified Mensa proctor. The lat-
ter, like many of the other tests, does
not carry an actual 1Q; it is a pass/fail
proposition.

Poole used the Mensa Admission
Test to gain
entry. The
recently @
laid-off
marketing
pro took the
Mensa
“workout”
on the Web
site (www.mensa.org), scoring the
same as one of her friends. “But he
took an extra five minutes to com-
plete it,” she said.

With fond memories of attending
Mensa gatherings with her mother,
Poole says she'd been meaning to
join for a while. She's continuing the
tradition with her two girls, a first
arader and a pre-schooler who have
attended a rocketry discussion and a
dinner get-together but typically end
up pl:rg\un;J instead of listening durmg
the meeting.

SAT scores got Wotford in while
she was attending college. *I saw a
flier on campus. | was drawn o it |
joined because | could.” It wasn't

until some 13 years ago that she
became active again, in the Austin
chapter of Mensa.

Since then, she's served in many
capacities, currently as vice president,
It's the meetings that have held her
interest through the years. Favorite

Mind and

speakers have been a sleep researcher
and lie detector administrator; she
liked a pun-off, too. “Yeah, a pun-
off,” she says. *| love one-liners.”

She took an intelligence test out of
boredom several years ago while in
Chicago on business. The hotel room
surroundings would not qualify as a
“controlled environment,” an official
testing requirement. She admits to
watching some TV, drinking a few
beers and taking a few phone calls
within the allotted time. “But, my
score was still high enough to get
into Mensa again,” she says. " ‘Course
that was years ago."

She has no clue what her 1Q is now
and isn't willing to take any more
tests. She doesn't have Lo: Once ad-
mitted to the society, members are
never retested. “It doesn't take that
much to pass the test,” she says. This
isn't bragging; 1 in 50 people can get
into the organization.

Brilliant members? Sure, the group
has those. And it has its “share of
geeks,” Wofford says. A lot of people

show up annually for local and
regional "gatherings” - networking
affairs filled with frivolity and dis-
course — that are held throughout
the country. *But there's more to
Mensa than geeks,” she says. They
are regular people, men and women
who are intellectually similar, enjoy
stimulating discussion and form a
supportive community.

Lonestar Mensa includes the area
from Austin to Waco to College
Station. It has about 500 members,
with about a quarter actively
involved in meetings, game nights
and a Web chat group.

The group enjoys diversity in back-
grounds, cultures and experiences.
‘Mensans are very accepting of all
kinds of opinions and people,” says
Wofford.

“Ilike the arguing, and people are
allowed to have their own opinions,
even if they're wrong,” she says. Any
subject, within reason, is fair game.

“Well, I'd say almost anything but
politics and religion.” %



